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BY CHARLES M. PEPPER.
ii

GERMANY'S allies in Egypt and
northern Africa Arc now said "

to include the Senussis, "the
brooding mystery of the Mohammedanworld." This is one of the t

chapters in the great war whose im- *

portanee depends on the degree of
truth which it carries. i

Egypt may be threatened by mill- *

tary operations remote from Suez as j
well as by a Turco-German army workingacross the desert through the Holy
Land to Suez itself. But in any militarymovements in the Libyan desert,
and all the region of northern Africa 0
contiguous to the Mediterranean. Ger-

a
man troops are not apt to play a lead- ^
inu p.-it. The reason is the difficulty of

f
getting to the scene of operations with
I!u* fleet of the allies patrolling the
M diterranean from Gibraltar to Port
Saul.

* *

* * 11

Any heip Germany may have in k

threatening Egypt will be very largely a

such as may come from the tribesmen
between the Nile and Morocco. Sinister
significance for the allies, nevertheless,
is contained in some of the censored
London reports, although Berlin intelligenceon the same subject must be
received with great caution.
As recently as New Year it was report*d from Cairo by way of London

that the c-oionials from New Zealand
and the Sikhs from India were driving
the enemy forces southwest of Alexandria.and moreover that the Arabs, by
surprise night attacks, had attempted
to overwhelm small British garrisons^
The Egyptian advices, by way of London.further stated that the enemy
forces were being driven westward
toward the frontier of Tripoli and that
Jtalian military forces would cooperatewith the British in ending the
border attacks on isolated Egyptian
posts. There were also reports from
JSerlin of German submarines cooperatingwith land forces of the
Arabs.
Reading between the lines of both the

^London and the Berlin dispatches, importanceis apt to be given by those
Initiated in Egyptian matters and in
the superficial knowledge of Mohammedanactivities which is all that is
ever obtained outside of the faithful
followers of the prophet, to the statementthat the Senussi are engaged in
the movement.
London dispatches said that the British

authorities in Egypt were taking eneractionto suppress Senussi raids.
This was tlie first admission that the
F» nwssi were in revolt against British
authority. Revolt of the Senussi against
Br;t.sh authority in Egypt also means

probable revolt against Italian authority
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only the first American n

ton d nut was the first for- b
) become naturalized on this P

t.
11> one now extant of the quite I'

copies printed of this map :s c

the only reproduction of it
v I'- at the express instance of j,

' h blips, ai.d is now to be seen in 0
>s« dl> fireproof building of the e
of Congress. If both these

<» si ou.'d be lost there would be no J]
b:e way of procuring a duplicate

< T;,.- map on which the most of the j.
rography up to 1 SOS of Maryland is g

based. f
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Mr. Phillips in his writings has r

lionstrated that it is the large maps
1 this which are. from the difficulty H

of caring for them properly, most apt it
to be destro\ 1. so :t is quite improb- *
« 'i that another copy will ever come
t light. t

'1 iiiap of equal o. even greater
\. r- .n building up the map systems P

V rgiriia and Maryland is the work a
< another of those restless, advert- r

t >rou» spirits who led in the exploia- 1
to. from which proceeds the develop- y
j « rit of every nev. country.the Argo- a
rants and the Phoenicians, the men a

v> f«» >.i i *z*i wiin » uniuiuuf «i irni «

1 -ad Magellan and !>rak»>. Livingston ii
'I Stanley, Peary and Amundsen. «

pt. John Sir ith r.ot only explored a
t ourtry along the ocean and the s
»ousts of Maryland and Virginia but o
n ade a map of such excellence that
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Tripoli, ami against French authority
n Algiers, and even in Morocco.
The Senussi have been described as

the brooding mystery of Mohammedan<m"and "the sleeping menace of northrnAfrica."
Some years ago, while in Kgypt, 1 tried

o learn something about them. There
cere vague rumors concerning Moslem
missaries in the mosques of Cairo, and
n the great Mohammedan College, with
ts ten thousand students, preaching sediionagainst the British rule and against
ill intidel powers, in accordance with the
iteral text of the Koran.

*
* *

"Some of the priests," a French i<!»ilentsaid to me, "may he preaching the
verthrow of us all, because some of them
re always doing that, but we don't be-
ieve it is the Senussi. So far as we

an learn, the Senussi have only religious
ims. and they are not concerned with
he nationalist movement of the young
Egyptians. They don't look on the
Egyptian nationalists as good Moliamledans.Vet the truth is, none of us
now anything about the Senussi's real
ims. It is the most mysterious and, to-

a y

ces of M
ot only did ii serve as the basis of the
artography until actual surveys determinedwith greater accuracy the
ounds and lines of the country he
lotted but was invaluable to the
Virginia Company," which had em

lovedhim, and to the settlers of the
olon y.
The map is about sixteen inches long
y fourteen in width and. like most
f those old maps, has very elaborately
ngraved designs or: the face or marinThe most striking, that in the
ipper left corner, is one of Powhatan
n state i;s of the time wh-n Capt.
Smith \va« his prisoner. The chief,
loomed with .t formal headpiece of
fathers suggesting a bishop's miter,
its on an elevated bench with a savgeo.n either side. His followers relinoin rows below them, and promii/Mitin the foreground is a pot or calironmost industriously boiling above
cross-sti- k fire and containing provisonfor the feast which will follow the

row wow if the engraving correctly
epicts the bearing of the savages,
hey observed order and dignity.
The upp* r r ight corner contains the
icture of n large semi-naked Indian
rraed with an enormous bow. He cariesa club in his right hand and bears
ty 11 ivri li.u 1 i'i ^1/ I Wf. /mi >/...«Hi r\f ij

oung dor. 'In the lower lett corner is
quite remarkable representation of
galleon of the day, its high poop, iriiiningsides and peculiar rig suggestingthe caracals of Columbus. With no

ails set, it is nevertheless kicking up
great commotion in the "Virginia

ea," which lies just outside the mouth
f the Chesapeake bay.
The legends inform the student that
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day, the most militant organization in all
Islam."
The French resident, however, did know

a little about the organization, though he
did not pretend to fathom its motives, or
even its plans. It is. as he said, the
most militant organization in all Tskim.
It includes the Arabs from Alexandria toMorcxeoand the Nubians and the Sudaneseblacks of the Nile. Tt is not a mere
order of fanatics such as the dervishes
under the Mahdi. whom Kitchener crushed
and established firmly, as was supposed,
British rule in Egypt and beyond. The
heads of the order are in touch with the
rest of the world, and are very far from
being mere devotees. They follow no
false prophe.t, as was the case of tlie
tribesmen who rallied to the Mahdi.
The Senussi have their headquarters

in the oasis of Siouah, or rather at
Djar-Berb, which is several days' march
across the desert from the oasis. Siouahis as far as the French and Englishand other non-Moslem travelers
have been able to pet in their efforts
to fathom the mystery of the Senussi.
At Djar-Berb there is a splendid

tomb erected to the first chief of the
order. So far as the different governmentsand their representatives have
been able to learn, the Senussi has an
organization somewhat similar to the
Masonic order. There are lodges. monasteriesand scats of learning. Degrees
are conferred, based chiefly on the
knowledge of the Koran. The highest
of these degrees is that of savants, or
theologians. From the headquartersin the desert missionaries are sent out
to all parts of the Moslem world.

/ * *

There are some fifty million Mohammedansin Africa, and all but a few millionsof them are in northern Africa.
How many of these Mohammedans are
Senussi no one can guess. All that the
agents of the Christian powers have
been able to learn is that they are verynumerous,and that they regard some
other sections of the Moslem world as
heretics. This is supposed to be one
reason for their missionary activities.
The regeneration of Islam has been

described as the purpose of th£ Senussi,
but in the past all hints of a jehad, or

holy war, against the infidels were rejected.Apparently, the purpose was
to regenerate Islam from within, and

. ARAB WKDDING PARTY IV CA1R<

ap MaKin
"Powhatan held this state and fashion
when C'apt. Smith was delivered to
him prisoner, also that the "Sasguesahanoughs"<Susquehannah Indians)"are a. gyantlike people," while
a note states that the crosses which
appear on the map indicate the "places
which hath bin discovered, what beyondis by relation from the savages."
Where these cros?^ appear that map

possesses an accuracy which in a generalway holds good to the present
< me, and they appear with such frequencythat the exploring settlers followinghim must have been largely
guided by it. He examined the shores
of Chesapeake bay with thoroughness,
«:iiled no some of the rivers, including
the Potomac, which he entered at its
seven mile mouth into the bay and followedup as far as the falls above
Georgetown, passing the sites of Mount
Vernon and the present city of Washington.
Mr. Phillips, iri a monograph on the

subject, lias said: "If we knew nothingof Oapt. John Smith but what i*
conveyed to us by his map of Vir
ginia it would entitle him to rank
pre-eminently high among great explorersarid cartographers. Journeyingalong unknown streams in a countrywhere at every step lurked danger
from the native savages and from ins
rebellious crew. Smith made a map
which is an authority to the present
day. Its topographical correctness is
remarkable, and his knowledge of Indiannames and locations has yielded
a rich harvest, from which historians
have abundantly reaped."

Iri these explorations Smith disregarded,when he found impossible to
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TEMPLE OF ISIS. M8LJ

there were even specific statements
that nothing in the nature of a politicalrevolution was contemplated.
No indications could be found that

the Senussi were mixing in Egyptian
politics. Intimations were given ol
hostility to Sultan Abdul at Constantinoplebefore the Young Turks upset
him, because h,e was not sympathetic
to the regeneration of Islam. No sign?
of sympathy were shown for the
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follow, the instructions of his company:"You must observe, if you can,
whether the river on which you plant
doth spring: out of mountains or out
of lakes; for if it be out of any lake,
the passage to the other sea will be
more easy, and it is like enough that
out of the same lake you shall find
some spring which runs the contrary
way to the East India sea." So that as
late as 1607 the older continent was
still seeking a waterway to the orient.
That way exists, but it did not until

Lammec
the Senussi.Vague Rurr
»g Menace of Northern ,

the Order.Lodges, Mor
ly on Knowledge of the
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LND OF PHILAC, NOW SIBMERGED

Young: Turks, because they were looked
upon as political reformers who wanted
10 moiu islam to tn^ir own purposes,
and who were little better than hereitics.
Tliere is no reason to suppose that the

chiefs of the Senussi are any more
friendly to the dictatorship of Enver
Pasha and his coterie of Young Turks,
who made the coalition with Germany,
than they were to Enver and his associateswhen Abdul was upset. It is
certain that at the beginning of the
war they acknowledged no allegiance
to Turkey in forming the alliance with
Germany and becoming a belligerent.
British authority in Egypt and French

authority in Algiers and Morocco, al>ways treated the Senussi with the
greatest consideration. The Italians,
after they got control in Tripolitana,
followed the same policy, and it was
said that the Arab tribes there preferredthe Italian sovereignty to the
Turkish control.
British imperial policy in Egypt, as

in other parts of the world, has shown
much hospitality to Mohammedan institutions.The Mohammedan College
at Khartum, where Gordon fall, a victimto the fanatics, is the British tributeto Mohammedanism. But th.e Britishauthorities themselves were said to
be greatly astonished when they learned
that the Senussi were established in
the Sudan and were indifferent to the
tvihiitn - r* "VT nVio m miirlnnicm t h P TO
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At an early period of the war it was

thought that the Senussi might be arrayeddirectly on the side of the British
as against Turkey. Suggestions were

thrown out that the head of the order,
the Sheikh-l-Alahdi, might be made
Khedive of Egypt. He claims descent
from Mahomet through Hassam, the
son of the prophet's favorite daughter,Fatima, and by the Islamic law he
would, therefore, be qualified for the
kaliphate or headship of Islam.
England, however, when she proclaimedher Egyptian protectorate and

selected Prince Hussein to succeed the
deposed khedive and gave him the title
of sultan, ended the prospect of a rapbrary

of

KHANNAH INDIAN. FROM THE JOHN
OF VIRGINIA.

the land which .John Smith in little
part explored, and with his map helpedto settle, had grown into a mighty
nation, which furnished the talent,
money, machinery and initiative to cut
a way for the Occident through the
morasses and mountains of Panama.
These are but two of the wonderful

story maps to be found in the division,which, important as they are, by
no means outplace their fellows.the
"lkm" map of the Belgians, the Filson
map of Kentucky, made with the help

Ian Wc
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Africa".TheirHeadlasteriesand Seats of
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prochemcnt with the Senussis. Prince
Hussein was an uncle of Abbas Hal ml.
ine cieposea Kneaive. Me was ine eiuestliving prince of the family of MchemetAli.
Whether the project of making the

head of the Senussi khedive or sultan
of Egypt ever could have been carried
out now belongs to the realm of conjecture.About all that is known is
that Sultan Hussein is not the kind of
a sultan to command the support of
the Senussi as the regenerator of Islam.He is too modern in his tendenciesand too much in touch with the
western civilization, which is inherentlyantagonistic to pure lslamism.
Sultan Hussein was educated in France.
The administrative positions he held in
Egypt, including that of minister of
finance, were not such as to bring him
into sympathetic relations with the
Sen ussi.

It is evident, too. from recent events,
that he had no influence over them, or
they would not be in revolt and making
raids against British garrisons.
Now that the Senussi are openly out

against British authority, there may be
some opportunity to know the full
measure of their influence not only in
Egypt, but in all northern Africa. The
dispatches from Cairo have indicated
that in the encounters which have
taken place they have been poorly
equipped, and have been unable to hold
out against machine guns and field
pieces. This confirms the statements
made in the past that they were a religiousorder purely and not a military
one. Yet it is doubtful if, even in mili-
tarv operations, they can be disposed of
as easily as were the horde of desert
fanatics who went up against Kitchener'smen and guns.
That the Senussi would form anyrealalliance with Germany is very

doubtful, but so long as they are in activehostility to England and Italy the
same purpose is served, for they may
be made to harass British troops along
the Nile and at all the outlying posts.
In the larger politics of the world warEnglishsympathizers will regret that
England has not been as successful
with these followers of the prophet in
northern Africa as with the Mohammedansin India.

It is not unlikely that the leaders

Cong'ress
of Daniel Boone: the Fitch map, en-

graved and printed on a cider press by
its maker, who then, traveling from
place to place, peddled it, to raise
money to build his first steamboat, and
the many more.
Rare old charts on skin or parch-

ment show beautiful coast lines and ]
sailing points, while quaint sketches
of griffins, cannibals and giraffe-neckedmen indicate how, according to

travelers' tales, the unexploited coun- '

try within was peopled.
*

* * i
A great paper wheel, five feet across, i

with wedge-shaped spokes running to 5

the rim, is but the upper half of a map

to be fitted about a globe. A similar 1

wheel, with different designs, forms >

the southern hemisphere. It is divid- (
ed into twelve gores running from a .«

circular center. It is of very unusual *

design and not another like it is 1

known to exist or even to have been *

in existence.
It was made in 1688. and is beauti-

fully engraved with illustrations sup- 1

posed to show the character of the
various peoples. Many of the old map-
makers seem to have regarded finish i

rather than accuracy in their handiworkand cheerfully gave color to the
tales of Mandeville or some other travelerif they lent themselves to illustration.
The globe map. which is in perfect

condition, represents California as a

large island, lving off the coast of
what is now known as the state of
California. The cartouche contains the
title surrounded by classical figures
led by Francisco Morosini, the Doge of
Venice, who is described as the captain
general of the sea.
Mr. Phillips, while browsing about

some old shop in London, found it and
recognized its worth. The dealer was
in negotiation with a man for its purchase,but the latter had haggled a

little too long. American cash and
promptness secured the prize and this
old map now reposes with the many
others in the cases of the library's map
division, where, but little noticed, the
various mans tell their century-old
stories of singular beliefs, customs and
power of the nations.

The Height of Meteors.
METEORS, or shooting stars, are

small solid bodies that fall
through space, become incandescent in
the atmosphere of the earth, and usuallydisappear in the form of gas or dust.
If two observers stationed several
miles apart see the same shooting star
and note the point in the skv where it
appeared they can construct a hypo- ^
thetical triangle, the apex of which is
the point of appearance of the meteor,
and thus obtain the approximate height li
of the shooting star when it first be- "

came visible. o
For a long period of years, it appears, s

a German observer employed this meth- g
od of estimating the height of shooting c

stars. From careful observations of no t.
less than 102 meteors he found that v
the mean height at which shooting
stars first become visible is eighty-one t
miles. The mean height of the point at s
which they disappear is about fifty- s
nine miles, and the average length of d
their visible path forty-five miles. t
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THE OBELISK
of the Senussi. while Germany is seekingto make an ally, of them, are bent
on making Germany an instrument in
overthrowing Christian overlonlship in
an pans or rne Moslem worm. i ney
may not expect to overcome the French
in Algeria and Tunis at once, l>ut if
they can undermine England in Egypt
they may consider that the first step in
the regeneration of Islam is taken.
Egypt undoubtedly is a vantage point

for them, but there are many factors
which work against them. Notwithstandingthe strength of the Egyptian
nationalist movement, and the certaintythat whenever the war ends
British rule in Egypt will not be what
it has been, it is yet to be shown that
the great mass of Egyptians want to
he under Mohammedan power. Islam
is rent by schisms and sects, and there
is no great prospect that the Mohammedansin Egypt can be welded togetherunder one headship.
The Senussi, as spiritual regenerators,would find many dissenters in the

mosques of Alexandria and of Cairo.
These are impregnated with western
laeas 01 political progress, ana to mat
extent would be heretics. The Senussi,
if they become strong: enough, might
even have to follow the literal preceptsof the Koran, and extend their
supremacy by the sword not only over
the infidel or Christian forces, but also
over Moslem dissenters.

*
* *

It is to be observed, too, that Egypt
is a medley of nationalities and religions.and is not merely a physical
section of the Mohammedan world. The
bulk of the native population, which is
Arabic, never has been harmonious
with the Turks. The Arab and Turkish
quarters in Alexandria are as distinct
front one another as they are from the
foreign nationalities. The Turks, while
not numerous, have been the ruling
caste, and Islam lias been for them a

pretext for oppressing the masses of
their fellow religionists. The Copts,
although their language is lost and
though their present-day tongue is
Arabic, are not Mohammedans.
The Syrians are pretty numerous.

Since they are Christians, they have
nothing in common with any islamic
movement, and their interests make

| A G1MLS" Cn
THERE is a newly formed girls* civic

association in the northeast section
of the city. The purpose of the association,as presented by Miss Janeiro

Brooks, the secretary, is to bring cheer
and comfort in substantial form to

needy folks at Christmas, Easter and
riio nba<rivinff
4 " "OBI » «'«>.

"The organized charities hHp thousands,"Miss Brooks said, "but J haw
nearly a hundred names of families who
ire overlooked because they are proud
uid prefer to suffer in silence rather than
make known their needs."
Credit for the first suggestion of the

Formation of a girls' civic association
£oes to Miss Eloise Thomas of the Ed

nondsschool, who submitted the idea
:o Miss Elizabeth Bache, the cooking
jchool instructor of the seventh diviiion,who received it enthusiastically
ind really proved to be the moving
spirit in the organization.
The association numbers sixty members,with a prescribed membership
imit of 200. As yet there are no dues,
;>ut It is the intention of the secretary
:o submit that question at the n.ext
neeting, together with other plans.
"It is very nice to help at Christmas,

K r
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MISS JANEIRO BROOKS, '

eeretnry of Northeast Girls' Civic Association.
Saster and Thanksgiving." she said,
but I believe we should also assist at
ther times. My address is 329 8th
treet northeast, and I shall be very i

iad indeed to receive contributions of
lothes and food at any time for dis-
ribution among those whom 1 have in-
estigated and listed as very needy."
Representatives from the Edmonds,
lilton. Maury, Carbery and Peabody <

chools have been named and upon the
houlders of those delegates falls the
uty of stimulating enthusiasm among i
he children at their respective lnstl- j

4
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them antagonistic to Moslem rule under
any form. Though 'I recce has not
joi11e<i the allies. the (Jrcek population
in Egypt has been sympathetic toward
them rather than to the central powers.The antipathy toward the Turk
on the part of the Creeks is too pronouncedto draw them into any movementthat looks to restoring Mohammedanprestige. The French and Italians,of course, arc already arrayed as
part of the allied forces.
The foreign nationalities are mostly

grouped in Alexandria, and England's
Egyptian problem relates to the whole
r-11 ^ wi I 111- .'lir .III lilt" VUMH II nnu

the Libyan desert, but these Kuropcan
nationalities concent rated at Alexandriaare not without influence on all
Kgypt. In times of peace they quarrel
anions themselves, but in war times
they are arrayed against tiermany and
Turkey. They, therefore, may be considereda British defense against any
attempted invasion of f£gypt.

* *
In the physical sense the British defenseshave to i>e pretty widely extended.Suez and Sinai have to be protectedfrom any Turco-Teutonie force

coming overland across the desert.
Alexandria and the small ports along
the coast to Tripoli may be safely
guarded by the Mediterranean fleet,
yet some land forces also are necessary.The Nile and the Sudan are safe
from invading attack, but there is alwaysthe possibility of native uprisings.
No one at this time can say how

large the force is that Knglanri has In
Kgypt. Whether the Indian troops.
4 0.000 strong, which were withdrawn
from France, have been transported
to Kgypt will be -disclosed in due
time. What is known is that a large
part of the Indian contingent k town to
be in Kgypt is composed of Mohammedans.Kvents may determine whether
the Senussi. the brooding mystery and
the sleeping menace, are readv to at-
tack their fellow-Mohammedan* from
India as obstacles to their missionary
movement for the regeneration of all
Islam. It is one of the many interestingsidelights of the involved Kg.vptiansituation.

flC SOCIETY \
tutions, collecting articles of food and
clothing and dispensing the returns
where most needed.
The girls devoted their entire morningof the Tuesday before Christmas to

the making and filling of Christmas
stockings, which they distributed to
an assemblage of children from the
Arthur school on the following Mondayat a ha pay celebration held in the
Sunday school room of the North CarolinaAvenue Methodist Church. A
beautiful Christmas tree was heavilv

dren, and the members of the associationjoined in the gum«s of tlieir littlecharges.
As yet in its infancy, this girls' civic

association promises a bright future.
The members are earnest and sincere
in their efforts, they have new plans
and new ideas, and they can reach, in
their girlish zeal, unfortunate persons
unknown to organized charities.
The names of the ollieers and the

representatives from the various
schools follow; President, Miss Marion
Saunders; vice president. Miss Mary
McKenzie; secretary. Miss Janeiro
Brooks; treasurer. Miss Margaret Rykerdschool representatives.Edmondsschool. Grace Roberts, Anna
Gillin and Eloise Thomas; Hilton
school, Easter Treger and Grace Robinson;Maury school, James Keyser,
Mary Lake and Helen Hutchinson;
Carhery school, Margaret Richards and
Olive Ramsey; Peabody school, ElizabethSchoefield and Dorothy Schoemaker.

How Carbon Evaporates.
IT is well known that the carbon film

r> f or* in/»9nHp8rpnt lamn a vpb nff

its substance slowly and deposits It on
the interior of the bulb, so that beforethe "life" of the lamp is over,
during: its six hundred to eight hundredhours of burning, the light is
often dimmed by this brow 11 smoky
deposit.
Berthelot, the French chemist, 'who

has studied this phenomenon, says that
it is a real vaporization of the carbon
with a .recondensation of the vapor on
the glass bulb. The deposit is amorphous,like lampblack, and has no trace
of graphite. This is owing to the comparativelylow temperatue of the film.
In an arc light the higher heat changes
the carbon to the graphite form.
Berthelot states that carbon has an

appreciable vapor tension at a temperaturenot above reddish white,
which may be estimated at 1,200 degreescentigrade to 1.500 degrees centigrade.This tension is so feeble that
several hundred hours are necessary to
produce a few milligrams of condensedcarbon, even in the almost absolutevacuum of an electric bulb.

Flippancy.
S6 i\ FLIPPANT answer." said Sena

^ tor Williams, apropos of a war

argument.
This answer in its flippancy," he

continued, "reminds me of the coquette
to whom a young man, driven to desperation,said:
" "If you don't answer me one way

»r the other.yes or no.I'll hang myselfIn your front yard.'
" 'Oh, no," said the coquette. 'You

mustn't do that. Father doesn't like
KOung men hanging about.'"


